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Abstract

Discussions over spiritual states and experiences trace back to traditions
and religions around the world. In the tradition of Islamic thought and
spirituality, Muslim mystics have dealt with this issue with terms such as
inner states, discovery and intuition, revelation and inspiration. In the
past years, spiritual experience as one of the human states and behaviors
has received the special attention of psychologists, neuroscientists and
spiritual researchers. One of these people is Dawson Church, who in

recent years has proposed the term "mystical brain" and is trying to make
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spiritual experiences seem secular and limit them to a series of
psychological and physical states. The present study, which has been
carried out via documentary method, seeks to answer this question, what
is the relationship between this view of spiritual experiences and the view
of Islamic spirituality? The findings of the study suggest that there is a
fundamental difference between the two mentioned views on spiritual
experience in at least 5 areas, which are semantic, ontological,

anthropological, teleological and methodological.
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